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Program Notes for Marche Slave:

The "Marche Slave" was written by Tchaikovsky in
1876, during the war between Turkey and Servia
(Serbia). It opens with a theme in the bassoons of a
somewhat melancholy character, which is soon changed
by trumpet flourishes and the strains of the Russian
National Hymn, into an impressive march, purely
Slavic in rhythm and color. It was first played at a
concert given for the benefit of the wounded and
though a "piece of occasion” and comparatively short, it
is one of Ichaikovsky’s most successful minor works. It
bears some relation to the "1812 overture," but is a more
enthusiastically patriotic composition than the latter.

Program notes for Lucio Silla:

Mozart composed the full length serious Italian Opera
Lucio Silla when he was only sixteen. The opera depicts
the story of Lucius Cornelius Sulla, a soldier and
dictator of ancient Rome. The mood of this overture is
bright and cheerful, and, as was the custom of the
period, does not in any way relate to the serious nature

of the drama which follows.

Program Notes for St. Paul’s Suite:

Gustav Holst spent a good portion of his musical life
dealing with students and other non-professional
musicians. In 1905 he became musical director at the
St. Paul’s Girls' School, a post he Rept for the rest of his
life. Along with his teaching, Holst continued to
compose in his spare time, and around 1907, began to
explore English and Scottish folk, music. Those folk,
tunes started making their way into compositions [ike
the St. Paul's Suite for string orchestra, written in
1912-13 for his students at the St. ®Paul’s School.
“The Dargason” (which Holst also employs in the finale
of his Second Suite for military band), repeating it 30
times with harmonic and rhythmic variations. Towards
the end of the movement the famous tune
'Greensleeves” maRes —an  appearance as a
countermelody.
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